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Stony Brook School’s 5th Grade  
Memorial Day Commemoration Soldier Project 
By:  Mrs. Elvis 

 
On Thursday, May 24th, students, faculty, and community members took 
part in Stony Brook School’s 17th Annual Memorial Day Commemoration. 
Students participated in the festivities by listening to our guest speakers 
and taking part in different activities/projects throughout the day. 
 

Each year, the fifth-grade 
students carefully package snack 
goodie-bags for the soldiers that 
are overseas.  A few weeks before 
the festivities, students and their 
families as well as faculty 
members donate individually 
wrapped snack food items such as 
granola bars, cookies, crackers, 
etc. These items are then placed 

on the desks for the students to 
gather into individual bags for the 
soldiers. Students wrote a quick 
message to the soldiers on a star 

and attached it to the bag with a twist tie. Once the 
students completed filling two snack packages, the 
students wrote a letter to the soldiers thanking them for 
their service and giving words of encouragement. These 
letters were written on “paper” American flags that the 
students decorated. Once the snack packages and letters 
were completed, they were gathered and placed into a 
box that was sent overseas to the soldiers that are 

currently serving our country. 

Students are packing the snacks and writing messages to the 
soldiers on stars that are attached to the snack bags. 



This project is very 
meaningful to the 
students and staff at 
Stony Brook. The students 
at Stony Brook are 
spending time helping 
others. In previous years, 
we received emails and 
letters from Servicemen 
and Servicewomen who 
have received our boxes 

of goodies. During our 
morning announcements, 
the letters and emails are 

read to the students. Seeing the students’ faces light up while listening to 
the emails and letters, as they say, is worth a thousand words. The 
Branchburg Education Foundation is a major contributor to Stony Brook 
School’s Memorial Day Commemoration Soldier Project.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Students writing letters to soldiers that will be placed in the boxes 
that are being sent to the soldiers.  

The boxes are all 
packed up and waiting 
to be sent to the 
soldiers overseas. This 
year, the fifth-grade 
students filled up 24 
boxes!  



Mrs. Omelio’s 4
th

 Graders 
 
Wow!  Can you believe it is June already?!?  It’s hard to believe since we 
are all still going... going... going!  We have had an exciting month in 
fourth grade!     
 
Our fourth graders worked diligently on our latest unit for Language Arts.  
They researched a famous person that interested them and presented a 
slideshow to their classmates.  The students were stoked to see their 
friends’ presentations and learn a bit about why that particular person 
was famous.  
  
As if that weren’t awesome enough, each child participated in a wax 
museum where he/she dressed the part and spoke about that famous 
person as if he or she was that person.  Parents were invited in to check 
out the museum and hear from other children as well.  It was definitely a 
highlight for the teachers, students, and parents!  It was an event that 
will not be forgotten!  We’re so proud of our fourth graders!   
 

   
 

In addition to our in-school excitement, we also had a busy month with 
some out-of-school excitement!  We’ve been tackling the topic of 
government in our social studies curriculum.  This was the perfect time 
for our trip to Trenton.  Students had the chance to visit and tour the 
state house, museum, and barracks. 



   
 

In mathematics, we are in unit 8, and it is a snapshot of what our year in 
math looked like.  Our students just finished working on their “bug 
projects.”  Here, our students wrote their names and had to do the 
mirror image of their names underneath.  Why?  Well, our topic was 
symmetry.  The idea was to turn their beautiful names into a bug.  You’d 
be amazed at how beautiful these bugs turned out!  
 

  
 

In fourth grade science we have just begun the next phenomenon!  
Students are studying internal and external plant and animal structures.   
We will also be delving into how these structures help them grow, 
survive, and even reproduce.   
 
 
 



G.E.L. with Mrs. Alexandra Gallo and Ms. Heather Ziolkowski 
 
In preparation for our special author visit by Gita Varadarajan on May 
17th, the G.E.L. (Guidance, Enrichment, and Leadership) classes 
completed an activity that went along with one of the themes from Save 
Me A Seat.  The students had to come up with an object that represented 
them and who they are.  Students were encouraged to think about 
something that not only means a lot to them but has contributed to who 
they are.  The students proudly created artwork of their objects to be 
displayed for the author visit.  It was a nice, warm welcome for Gita 
Varadarajan! 
 

          
 

 
 

 
 



Stony Brook Students Attend BCMS ECO Fair 
 
 
 

 

On May 10, 2018 all of the students from Stony Brook School enjoyed an 

afternoon of learning at the BCMS ECO Fair. Each class was able to 

attend 3 different workshops that were created by the 6th, 7th, and 

8th grade students from the middle school. Students were engaged in 

learning how to save the environment through the 3 R's, Renew, Reuse, 

and Recycle! Below fifth grade students from Mr. Mehnert’s class are 

sorting recycling material by paper/cardboard, plastic/glass, and 

hazardous material. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mr. Fornaro’s Classroom 
 
The last Friday of every month has been an exciting day all year in Mr. 
Fornaro’s class.  Our students have celebrated Math Games Day with their 
parents, older siblings, or grandparents. Each Math Games Day parents 
sign up to volunteer to facilitate a Math game with each of the five 
rotating groups of students. Each station is organized with a quick start 
guide and materials for the volunteers to jump right in and play with the 
students.  
 
The students of Mr. Fornaro’s class would like to send out a BIG thank you 
to all those volunteers who took time out of their day to attend Math 
Games Day!   
 

 
 

    
 

 
 
 
 



STEM News: Activities to Prevent Summer Slide 
By Jocelyn Muzychko, 3-5 STEM Coach  

 
Journal about summer vacation 

 Math: Calculating distance, cost, travel time, etc.  

 Science: Thinking about the world around them and the 
natural phenomenons. Ex: why do the waves close to the 
shore act the way they do? 

 Social Studies: Thinking about the history of the area, 
plants and animals. 

 
 

Reading the newspaper or science magazines (Kids National Geographic) and 
discussing what is going on in the world around us. 
  
 
 

 
Back to School Lunch Challenge: create a menu of healthy foods 
and snacks that can be packed for lunch.  Thinking about: hitting 
all food groups, reducing waste, and keeping within a budget.  

 
 
 
Read or listen to a book as a family and discuss. 
 
 
 
 

Cook or bake.  This is a great way to integrate math, reading, and following 
directions.  Let’s not forget about the science behind it too :) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



News from Mrs. Mulrooney and Mrs. Litts 4
th

 Grade Class 
 
Wow! It is hard to believe we have just a few weeks of school left this 
year. It has been a year filled with learning and good memories.  We just 
went on our second field trip to Trenton. It was fun to see all the places 
we learned about in social studies. I think we can all agree that we are 
glad we were not really soldiers in the Continental Army! They had it 
pretty rough. We are excited about our final trip to Waterloo. The 
students are also looking forward to Field Day, the Talent Show, and 
getting their yearbooks. 
 
Mrs. Litts and I are amazed at how well the students can research and 
plan their science experiments now. The thing that has made us the most 
excited is their ability to explain the science concepts that their 
experiments are showing. What an improvement since those first days of 
September! 
 
The children’s writing and reading has shown tremendous growth this 
year.  They are putting all of the pieces of our Readers/Writers Workshop 
together for our final unit on historical fiction.  The students are 
challenging themselves to read as much historical fiction as they can in 
order to bring that feeling to their writing. Our final writing pieces will 
be narrative stories set in a historical framework and background. It is a 
challenge to fit everything we have learned into these stories.  I am 
confident that the students are ready for this difficult task. The students 
are going to love getting all their old stories back at the end of the year 
and seeing the growth they have made this year. I am so proud of them!! 
 
In math we are winding down with a very difficult unit. Our final unit in 
math is problem based application of all our skills from this year. They 
have become wonderful thinkers and have learned so much from each 
other about problem solving. The students think in so many different 
ways and levels it is exciting to see the methods they use to tackle a 
problem. It is even more exciting to see them explain their thinking to 
their peers and to see other students trying new strategies. 
 
It has been a great year and the students will look ahead to set some 
goals for fifth grade. We all know practicing a little math and reading 
about a half hour each day will help avoid the summer slide. 



Mrs. Sutherlin’s 5
th

 Grade Class 
 

May has been a month of unique opportunities for our fifth graders.  First, 
they traveled to the Keswick Theatre in Glenside, Pennsylvania to see a 
musical of The Lightning Thief.  This supplemented our Fantasy unit in 
Language Arts.  Students read the book and saw the movie prior to the 
trip.  We were then able to discuss the similarities and differences 
between the various mediums.   
 
Next, students returned to Pennsylvania, but to Pennsbury Manor in 
Morrisville, Pennsylvania to the summer home of William Penn.  This is a 
living museum for students to explore life in the 1700’s.  Students 
enjoyed seeing the life and workings of a farm during that time period, 
which they studied in Social Studies.   
 
Lastly, they traveled a mile to Branchburg Central Middle School for an 
Eco - Fair.  Students participated in 3 different sessions in which they 
learned about avoiding pollution and sustainability.  They learned from 
Middle School students who prepared and presented all sessions.  The 
sessions included watching videos, playing games, doing projects, etc.  
 
Students enjoyed all these opportunities that enriched their assigned 
lessons, and more.  

 

 


